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Hon. John A. Mead, | ze | | : | SS 
eo Vermont. | : as : a 


My dear Governor Mead} 


< have received your kind letter of 

- December 9th and am very greatly pleased that. you. es 
will provide the hymn boards, TI note that you also 3 
Like the simpler design. Perhaps if. we could see 
both completed, we would agree with the architect, 

but I confess the plainer one appeals to me much 
more... Herhaps I told ‘you Professor Wright also — “ 
agrees with me. I will see that the same is. o dered 
and that you have a menor an dum of the expense. 3 


I enclose a Little table whi ch I have. ore- ee 
vared showing the relative endowment of | Middlebury | 
Collere comp2red with that of some of the best and | | Ra 
strongest New England colleges, with vhich we would ee 
like to stand on the same footing. The question in 
7 my mind is whether it would be wise to inelude such 
a statement in a printed report. One shrinks from. ee 
exhibiting his weakness, yet persons ly I am inclined 
toward the policy of full publicity. It seems to me 
that our alumi and friends ought to know just how we 
stand when compared with others, I shotild try of eee 
course to bring out our elements of strength as well, 
our noble history and remarkable record of the success 
of our slumni. It also must be made clear and emphatic 
that we have a stable foundation sufficient to insure s 7 
oermanent usefulness. I find that some large bene» === =<. 
factors seleat objects of their beneficence much as 
they select a bank, according to financial strength. 
It does not appeal to them so much that an institution 
is poor and needy, as that it is strong enought to 
assure permanent usefulness of their gifts. We ought 
to be able to appeal both ways! our needs are certainly 
great, but we have, including the value of our builde 
ings, assets of over a million ‘and @ quarter, 


# 
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every Sunday the gallery is full of visitors. 
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Governor Mead, 2 : x | ee A oe ae & 
If IT am not burdening you too much, I would 


Like also your judgment on ‘he policy suggested by | -— 
the enclosed copy of 2a form from the Treasurer'®S = 
report of, Mount Holyoke College. You will note that aS 
it suggests eonditional annuity gifte. There age a ==. 
good many peovle looking forwaré to the close of Life, 
who need the income of their property, yet who would 

like to provide completely for its disposition after 
their death, with absolute certainty amd without delay ee 
or expense of administration. You may remember thats. --<=s9m@ 
Doctor Boardman gave us $30,000 in this way. ‘\e gave — =) 
him.a bond for *1500 2mual income, ond immediately 

uvon the death of himself and lirs. Boardman, the prin- 
gipal began io work for us. We have sufficient assets _ 
to make our guarantee absolutely good and 1 have thought 


for some time that in @ guaét way we might encourage 


such benefactions, Nee: 


- I must tell you that President brainerd 
is attending our chepel services every Sunday, and 
yesterday seemed particularly pleased and deeply moved 


a 


‘by our OGhristmas vraise service. It is a joy to me 


to note how much good the echepel seems to be doing hin. 
I think there are others vo feel in the same way, for 


Waithfully yours, | : 
s ? 
® 
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